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Background

• The Montana Natural Heritage Program (MTNHP) began integrating ownership and 
management data into a land stewardship mapping data system in 1997

• The goal of the Montana Land Stewardship Mapping Project was to manage a single, statewide 
digital data set that incorporates information from both public and private entities. The project 
assembles information on land ownership and management, conservation easements, state 
and federal agencies, and land trusts

• Did not necessarily correspond to ownership – may be made up of fee lands, easements, 
leased lands, etc.



Current Publication

• In 2016 the Montana State Library took over management of the Managed Areas data layer as part of the 
Boundaries Theme as MSL was already maintaining the Public Lands and Conservation Easements in partnerships 
with the Montana Department of Revenue as part of the Cadastral Theme

• Goal to provide annual update.  Conservation Easements and Public Lands are updated as needed (often monthly)

• The Managed Areas are published by MSL as a file geodatabase, shapefile, and web service.  Discover them in the:

• Data List

• Digital Atlas
• Data Bundler

• Map Gallery

• MTNHP Natural Heritage MapViewer



https://msl.mt.gov/GIS/Boundaries

https://msl.mt.gov/GIS/Boundaries


https://geoinfo.msl.mt.gov/

https://geoinfo.msl.mt.gov/


https://mtnhp.org/stew.asp

https://mtnhp.org/stew.asp


Management Types Include

Federal
• USFWS 

• National Wildlife Refuges 
• Wilderness

• USDA 
• Forest Service Special Interest Management Areas
• Wilderness ALPS/WSA
• Wild and Scenic Rivers

• BLM 
• Outstanding Natural Areas
• Wild and Scenic Rivers
• Wilderness Areas  
• Wilderness Study Areas

State
• MT-DNRC State Forest
• MTFWP 

• State Parks
• Wildlife Management Areas
• Fishing Access Sites

Tribal
• Reservations
• Tribal Lands
Private
• The Nature Conservancy (TNC) Fee Management Units    



Fields include: Managed Area Name, Type, Manager, Acres Data Source, Source Date, URL, Edit Date



Latest Updates

• All of the managed areas were reviewed and compared with the source datasets and updated in 
the database for download and for the web map service

• See the SourceDate field for date that source data was reviewed

• The files for download were reprojected to Montana State Plane NAD83 (2011) meters 
projection (WKID: 6514)

• GAP Status Code field was added from PAD-US



More Updates

• US Forest Service – Ranger District Name Changes
Name changes: Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest, Butte Ranger District (not 
Jefferson), Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest, Wisdom Ranger District now 
includes Wise River

• Bureau of Land Management
• New Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC)
• New Wilderness Study Areas: Beaver Meadows, Eighteen Mile

• Montana Fish, Wildlife, and Parks
Fishing Access Sites: Corwin Springs renamed Brogan's Landing; WW White 
Memorial FAS renamed C. Ben White Memorial FAS; New FAS: Selway Park

• Tribal
• Bison Range now managed by CSKT (Formerly USFWS)
• Safe Harbor Marsh Preserve now managed by CSKT (Formerly TNC)
• Tribal Trust Land added

• Now Providing full boundaries for areas that extend outside of Montana 
(Yellowstone National Park)

• The Nature Conservancy Preserves are now Fee Management Units



Next Steps

• Work with USGS to update PAD-US

• How does USGS update the GAP Status Codes in PAD-US?
• There is GAP Status Code reference document to help
• In the absence of other information, USGS assigns GAP Status Codes categorically by Designation Type
• USGS seeks partners to review and refine conservation measures by designation type, manager, or unit -

Contact the PAD-US Team at pad-us@usgs.gov for more information.
• The “GAP Code Source” field in the PAD-US provides a general classification method reference, for example:

• ‘GAP - Default’ (categorical assignment by Designation Type, Table 12)
• ‘GAP’ (Management plan review and assignment following dichotomous key in the reference document).
• ‘TNC’ 
• I’ll be adding this field to the Managed Areas database

• PAD-US Version 3.0 coming soon…

https://www.usgs.gov/core-science-systems/science-analytics-and-synthesis/gap/science/protected-areas

https://prd-wret.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/GAP%20Status%20Code%20Assignment_2021.pdf
https://www.usgs.gov/core-science-systems/science-analytics-and-synthesis/gap/pad-us-data-manual#Table12
mailto:pad-us@usgs.gov
https://www.usgs.gov/core-science-systems/science-analytics-and-synthesis/gap/science/protected-areas


For more information visit
https://msl.mt.gov/GIS/Boundaries

Thank you!
Meghan Burns

Montana State Library
mburns2@mt.gov
(406) – 444-1550

https://msl.mt.gov/GIS/Boundaries
mailto:mburns2@mt.gov
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