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Drought Alert - Governor's Drought
Advisory Committee strongly encourages local
officials to convene local drought committees.
Severe Drought - Local officials
should have local drought planning efforts underway
or should reconvene the local drought committee
at the earliest opportunity.
For recommended responses, see the Montana
Drought Plan

Drought Impact Types - 
A = Agricultural - Soil Moisture, Range conditions
H = Hydrological - Water Supplies, Streamflow, 
Groundwater

Map Key
Drought Im p a ct Typ e

(Drought Alert)
(Severe Drought)

Montana Water Supply and Moisture Status by County - August 2015

ContinentalDivide
Moisture Status
Current Month

Extremely Moist
Moderately Moist
Slightly Moist
Near Average (Normal)
Slightly Dry
Moderately Dry
Extremely Dry

http://drought.mt.gov 

http://apps.msl.mt.gov/Geographic_Information/Maps/Drought 
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W a ter Sup p ly a nd Moisture Status Ma p  

August 18, 2015 
 
Ac c ording to the Nationa l W ea ther Servic e, Crop  Yea r to d a te (Ap ril 1, 2015 – August 18, 2015) p rec ip ita tion tota ls a t va lley eleva tions ra nged from  
a b out 80 - to 110-p erc ent of norm a l for the southwest region; 45- to 60-p erc ent for the western region; 80- to 110-p erc ent for the  northeastern 
region; 90- to 110-p erc ent for the central region; 80- to 110 p erc ent for the northcentral region; 90- to 110-p erc ent for the southcentral region, a nd 
90- to 120-p erc ent for the southeast region, with exc ep tions in a ll seven regions of the state.  
 
Flows in the Yellowstone, a nd lower Missouri River Ba sins a re rated a s norm a l a t this tim e. The Cla rk Fork River b a sin is b elow to m uc h b elow norm a l 
a c c ording to the USGS a s of August 18, 2015: http ://wa terwa tc h.usgs.gov/new/index.p hp ?m =rea l&r=m t&w=m a p   
 
The August 1, 2015 NRCS Surfa c e W a ter Sup p ly Index (SW SI) m a p  rates only 18 of 54 Monta na  river b a sins a s a b ove the  Extremely Dry c a tegory with 
only six (6) river b a sins rated a s Near Average; three (3) b a sins a re rated a s  Slightly Dry; with the rem a ining river b a sins rated a s Moderately Dry See: 
http ://doc s.m sl.m t.gov/geoinfo/CurrentSW SI/Current_SW SI.p df  
 
Cooler tha n norm a l tem p era tures over the c ourse of the p a st few weeks ha ve offered a  rep rieve from  90-degree a nd a b ove tem p era tures with little 
p rec ip ita tion of July. Ha rvest of gra ins is well a hea d of norm a l due to ea rly m a turity from  the unsea sona l hea t of m id - sum m er. The August 16 USDA 
Crop  Progress Rep ort noted top soil m oisture 47-p erc ent Adeq ua te to Surp lus a nd sub soil m oisture 48 p erc ent rated a s a deq ua te to surp lu s. The 
rep ort noted tha t som e ra instorm s were hea vy a lthough sp otty in c overa ge. Produc ers were m oving livestoc k off of “exha usted sum m er ra nges ea rly” 
with 10-p erc ent of sheep  a nd 10 p erc ent of c a ttle m oved. 


