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Yellowstone River Parks Association

P.O. Box 1201 Billings, MT 59103 (406)-248-1400 _ e-mail: yrpa@yrpa.org

March 31, 2014

Gerry Daumiller

Montana State Geographic Names Advisor
P.O. Box 201800,

Helena, MT 59620-1800

Dear Mr. Daumiller,

Yellowstone River Parks Association is a Billings-based non-profit that develops and maintains
trails and other amenities on public lands along the Yellowstone River. Our goal is to serve as a
“multiplier” for the efforts of City, County and State Parks departments in Yellowstone County.

The Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation recently assumed title for an
island/locale in the Yellowstone River south of Billings. The locale was recently leased to the
Billings Department of Parks and Recreation and, in effect, will become the east end of
Riverfront Park. It also may ultimately be the location of an important connector to the Billings
Heritage Train network.

Ralph Saunders, a local cartographer and historian, has researched the activities of the Clark
expedition in this area and the connection to this particular locale, where their horses crossed the
River in 1806. As a consequence, The Billings Chamber of Commerce has applied to have this
locale officially named “Clarks Crossing”, which will enhance the public’s awareness of the
historical significance of this locale.

Yellowstone River Parks Association and its many volunteers heartily support the official
designation of “Clarks Crossing”.
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