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Public Opinion Solicited on Naming an Island  

in the Missouri River near Poplar 

 

(HELENA) --- The Montana State Library is soliciting public opinion on a proposal to name an 

island in the Missouri River as Ivys Island.  The island is on the border of Roosevelt and 

Richland counties, near the Poplar Bridge on secondary route 480 about half way between Poplar 

and Brockton.  The island is shown on the map at http://goo.gl/Xxw0LG. 

The name was proposed by Rhonda Leinen, who lives near the island.  The name honors Ivy 

Marie Leinen (2000-2010), who lived most of her life on the bank of the river and was fascinated 

with the island and its inhabitants of deer, muskrat, geese, ducks, and wild turkeys. After 

wandering onto the island in March 2010, she fell through the ice and drowned in the river just 

north of the island. Her body has never been found.  More information regarding the proposal is 

available at http://goo.gl/Eixf4E. 

The request to name the island will be ruled on by the U.S. Board on Geographic Names (BGN), 

which determines what names the federal government recognizes for natural features of the 

landscape.  The BGN recognizes an individual in each state as that state's geographic names 

advisor, whose duties include soliciting opinions from state and local officials on name 

proposals.  Montana's geographic names advisor is Gerry Daumiller, a geographer with the 

Montana State Library.  

The public is invited to submit their comments or opinions on the proposed name to Daumiller 

by e-mailing gdaumiller@mt.gov, by calling (406) 444-5358, or by sending him a letter at PO 

Box 201800, Helena, MT, 59620.  All comments will be forwarded to the Board on Geographic 

Names.  The initial comment period ends on February 16, but all comments received until the 

Board on Geographic Names makes its decision will be forwarded to them. 

Through its statewide programs, the Montana State Library empowers Montanans; enhances 

learning in families and communities; builds 21st Century skills; and provides opportunities for 

civic participation. For more information about the Montana State Library, visit 

http://msl.mt.gov.  

 

-END- 

 

http://goo.gl/Xxw0LG
http://goo.gl/Eixf4E
mailto:gdaumiller@mt.gov
http://msl.mt.gov/

